The Ayudhams ofMaha Vishnu                     21
the members of the assembly should be accorded the first hon-
ours.They could not come to a consensus.Sahadeva then said
that Achyuta the great Lord (i.e. Krishna) should be given
the first honours. He said that Krishna was the Supreme and
that He was the universe and that He created, maintained and
destroyed all that was in this universe. He was the embodi-
ment of dharma. He therefore concluded that Krishna was the
fit person to receive the first honours and that by honouring
Him, the assembly would be honouring themselves. Hearing
this, the son of Pandu washed the feet of Lord Krishna, sprin-
kled on his head the water which purified the divine feet He
honoured Him as the person found fit by the assembly to re-
ceive the fruits of the yaga. Hearing all this, Sisupala, the son
of Damaghosha was furious. He got up and decried senior sages
and the rishis in the assembly for having given their approval to
what he had considered was an unworthy selection. He spoke
harsh words. The Lord just listened to it with a smile on His
face. It was almost as if He took note of the fury even as the
lion is not disturbed by the howling of a jackal. The assembly
members heard this vituperative abuse. They walked out dos-
ing their ears so as not to hear the abuses hurled by Sisupala.
But Sisupala had lost all his sense of propriety. He snatched a
sword and a shield in order to frighten such of the persons of
the assembly who had sided Krishna. Krishna then got up. He
advised the people assembled in the yaga site to show restraint
He let loose His discus which cut off the head of the advancing
foe yiz.Sisupala, But a light emanated from the body of Sisupala
the king of Chedi and entered Vasudeva even as all the mem-
bers assembled there were watching in surprise. It was almost
as if the mind of Sisupala obsessed by his enmity to Krishna
had yet been thinking of Him incessantly and thus in death the
soul of Sisupala merged with the Supreme.
Perialwar went to Thirumalimncholai. He saw Alagar
Perumal there. While rendering his mangalasasanam to Alagar
Pemmal, he says that the Perumal at Thirumalimncholai was
none other than Lord Krishna who destroyed Sisupala who had
as his life's sole purpose decrying of Lord Krishna, He said as
follows: